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easily woman can throw away her life, I at any rate am
incapable of this courage. But I agree that it is not the
external light but the inner light that is needed"
The same sister wondered how one was to avoid anger
and violence altogether in dealing with children. "You
know our old adage," said Gandhiji laughing heartily,
"play with him till he is five, hammer him for ten years,
treat him as your friend when he is sixteen." "But," he
added, "don't you worry. If you have to be angry with
your child on occasions, I shall call that anger non-violent
anger. I am speaking of wise mothers, not the ignorant ones
who do not deserve to be mothers."
Central Teaching of the Gita
The discussion again took a serious turn with a
challenging question on the philosophy of the Gita: "Is
the central teaching of the Gita selfless action or non-
violence?"
"I have no doubt that it is anasakti—selfless action.
Indeed I have called my little translation of the Gita
Anasaktiyoga. And anasakti transcends Ahimsa. He who would
be anasakta (selfless) has necessarily to practise non-violence
in order to attain the state of selflessness. Ahimsa is, therefore,
a necessary preliminary, it is included in anasakti, it does
not go beyond it."
"Then does the Gita teach Himsa and Ahimsa both?"
"I do not read that meaning in the Gita. It is quite
likely that the author did not write it to inculcate Ahimsa,
but as a commentator draws innumerable interpretations
from a poetic text, even so I interpret the Gita to mean
that, if its central theme is anasakti^ it also teaches Ahimsa.
Whilst we are in the flesh and tread the solid earth, we
havp to practise Ahimsa. In the life>beyond there is no Himsa
or Ahimsa."
"But," said Balasaheb Kher, "Lord Krishna actually
counters the doctrine of Ahimsa. For Arjuna utters this
pacifist resolve:
Better I deem it, if my kinsmen strike,
To face them weaponless, and bare my breast
To shaft and spear, than answer blow with blow.

